
European Union legislation
recognizes the merits
of the Amateur Radio Service

DIRECTIVE 1999/5/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 9 March 1999 on radio equipment and telecommunications terminal equipment
and the mutual recognition of their conformity

EQUIPMENT NOT COVERED BY THIS DIRECTIVE AS REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 1(4)
1. Radio equipment used by radio amateurs within Article 1, definition 53, of the International Telecommunications

Union (ITU) radio regulations unless the equipment is available commercially. Kits of components to be assembled
by radio amateurs and commercial equipment modified by and for the use of radio amateurs are not regarded as
commercially available equipment.

- This provision preserves the unique characteristic of the Amateur Radio
service to conduct technical investigations.

DIRECTIVE 2004/108/EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 15 December 2004 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States relating
to electromagnetic compatibility and repealing Directive 89/336/EEC

(2) Member States are responsible for ensuring that radio communications, including radio broadcast reception
and the amateur radio service operating in accordance with International Telecommunication Union (ITU) radio
regulations, electrical supply networks and telecommunications networks, as well as equipment connected thereto,
are protected against electromagnetic disturbance.

2. This Directive shall not apply to:
(c) radio equipment used by radio amateurs within the meaning of the Radio Regulations adopted in the framework

of the Constitution and Convention of the ITU (2), unless the equipment is available commercially. Kits of components
to be assembled by radio amateurs and commercial equipment modified by and for the use of radio amateurs are not
regarded as commercially available equipment.

- These provisions underline the need to protect the Amateur Radio service
and ensure its ability to conduct technical investigations.

The Amateur Radio Service is grateful
to the European Commission and to
the European Parliament for their support.

www.iaru-r1.org


